
for testing.  At this time the 

district has added perma-

nent chrome storage/

charging locations in every 

building as well as mobile 

chrome carts that can be 

moved into and out of class-

rooms in both the elementary 

and high school buildings.  

Classroom technology has 

also been updated in the last 

year and we are very 

pleased that we now have 

Smartboard technology in all 

grade level classrooms at 

both the Jefferson School 

Annex as well as the FW 

Gavlak School.   

Our district continues to in-

vest a great deal of funding 

and resources into  the ad-

vancement of technology in 

our schools.  Over the past 

three years the district has 

worked diligently to improve 

our infrastructure by replac-

ing all of our server switches 

in the district which were 

beyond their normal life-

span, installing WiFi in each 

of our buildings making them 

fully accessible, and extend-

ing our fiberoptic network to 

include our newest school 

addition, the Jefferson An-

nex.  

In addition to improvements 

to infrastructure, the 

Wallington Public Schools 

have provided ongoing pro-

fessional development to our 

staff for the last two years 

as we have become a 

“Google” district—utilizing 

many of the Google tools for 

education.  “It is so important 

to make sure that our teach-

ers have the tools they need 

to be successful.” said Super-

intendent of Schools Mr. 

Albro.  “Our efforts to offer 

training to our staff in the 

Google Suite of applications 

will prove to be beneficial as 

those practices can now 

translate into effective tech-

nology instruction in the 

classroom.” 

Over the past three years 

the Walllington Public 

Schools has been enlarging 

our stock of chrome devices 

that can be used in the class-

room.  A goal of this initia-

tive has been to make these 

devices more accessible to 

students and staff for every-

day instruction, and not only 

TECHNOLOGY ADVANCES IN ALL SCHOOLS 

GRADE LEVEL SPOTLIGHT—GRADE 12 

Some would ask what is left 

to do in grade 12? However, 

Grade 12 has very im-

portant and far-reaching 

opportunities for advance-

ment for our students.   

True, much of the prepara-

tion has already taken 

place, but most of our seniors 

must now complete the col-

lege application process so 

that they can continue their 

education at the college of 

their choosing.  This process 

begins earlier, but the culmi-

nation takes place in grade 

12.   

Our parents are very much 

an important part of this 

process too, as much will 

change for them as they con-

tinue to support their children 

and their goals.  “The im-

portance of our work with 

this grade cannot be under-

stated..” Said Guidance Su-

pervisor Mrs Machtemes. 

“We have a finite amount of 

time left, and every decision 

can be crucial for student 

success!” 

Wallington Public Schools 

Points of  Information: 

 
 OUR WEBSITE IS 

WWW.WBOE.ORG 

 SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS ARE 

ON THE SECOND/FOURTH MON-

DAY EACH MONTH AT 7:30 PM 

 YOU CAN FIND IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION ON OUR FACE-

BOOK PAGE AS WELL. 

 TEACHERS ARE ACCESSIBLE  BY 

EMAIL OR BY PHONE.  PLEASE 

REACH OUT WITH ANY QUES-

TIONS! 
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Have you heard the news?  

This past fall three of our 

varsity sports programs 

achieved some pretty special  

recognition: 

 Girls Soccer—NJIC 

Meadowland Division 

League Champions 

 Boys Soccer—NJIC 

Meadowland Division 

League Champions 

 Football—NJIC Mead-

owland Division League 

Champions 

This was a very exciting for 

all of our athletes to be sure.  

They faced some formidable 

competition each game, and 

were able to achieve league 

titles as well as advancement 

into the NJSIAA State 

Playoffs for their sport.   

We are especially pleased 

that all three coaches were 

honored as the “Coach of the 

Year” for their respective 

sports.  Mr. Blauvelt—

Football, Mr. Slowienski—

Girls Soccer, and Mr. Bar-

chi—Boys Soccer.   

All of our athletes obviously 

performed well as their rec-

ords would indicate, but we 

are even more proud of the 

manner in which they conduct-

ed themselves throughout the 

season. They demonstrated 

great sportsmanship, compet-

itiveness, diligence, and 

teamwork throughout the 

season, and were terrific 

stewards of their school, par-

ents, and Wallington commu-

nity.  Well-done Panthers! 

 Christine Spaan—Gr 3 

Jr/Sr High School 

 Christie Fusaro—Main 

Office 

 Axl Hirsch –Mathematics 

 Jerry Peralta—Spanish 

 Michael Siciliano –Soc St 

Each year we have several 

staff members new to our 

district   This year we are 

pleased to welcome: 

Elementary Schools 

 Julie D’Angelo –Gr 1 

 Erin Shemeley –Gr 1 

 Robert Giglio—Music 

 Jessica Soriano –

Guidance 

 Candice Valdes –Spec 

Education 

 Christine McLaughlin –

Special Education 

 Elisa Tejada –Math 

 Robert Rollo—Science 

WALLINGTON = TITLETOWN 

WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS—WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

to be sure, but they really 

encompass so much more.  

Communicating effectively 

both verbally and in writing, 

solving problems, thinking 

critically, analyzing data, 

being present and “on-time”, 

and collaborating with others 

are just some of these skills 

that we work with our stu-

dents to master.  These rep-

resent some of the most 

sought-after skills from em-

ployers and colleges that we 

hope our students possess as 

they will aid our students in 

being successful in their cho-

sen career or college—as 

well as here in our own public 

schools.   

These are K-12 practices that 

must be continually nurtured 

and fostered for our students 

to be successful. 

We hear much today about 

how our students need to be 

“college and career ready”.  

But what does that mean? 

Put simply, they are actually 

a group of standards that 

are infused into our curricu-

lum, and are often identified 

as “21st Century Skills”.  They 

include mastery of 

knowledge and skills in stu-

dent core academic courses 

Page 2 

The Panther Press  

“THESE ARE K-12 
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MUST BE 

CONTINUALLY 

NURTURED AND 

FOSTERED FOR 

OUR STUDENTS 

TO BE 

SUCCESSFUL.” 



As you are probably aware, 

our district has seen a steady 

population increase over the 

last several years.  Our class 

sizes are being impacted, 

and we are all feeling the 

strain on other areas of our 

infrastructure outside of the 

classrooms as well.   

Most recently committees from 

both the Board of Education 

and Governing Body have 

met to talk about projects that 

have been proposed to ad-

dress our growing population, 

and to hopefully answer some 

questions for each other so 

that we can work on a solution 

for our community together.  

The Board will be  soliciting 

public input on a survey that is 

due to come out very soon.  

The  Board is interested in 

hearing the ideas, opinions, 

and dispositions of a variety 

of  stakeholders as they work 

to put together a plan for our 

future education of the stu-

dents in our community.  This 

survey will be accessible on 

line for a period of several 

weeks so that stakeholders 

can answer the survey ques-

tions.  Once this process is 

complete it is the Superinten-

dent’s intention to put this data 

out to the Board and the Gov-

erning Body so that plans can 

be created on actions to ad-

dress the needs, wants, and 

concerns of our community.  

We encourage you all to par-

ticipate in this survey as the 

information will be important 

in helping make some very 

important decisions.   

Visitations (afternoon and 

evening) 

 December 7—FWG Holiday 

Concert 7:30pm 

 December 12—FWG 

Grade 5 Family Science 

Night—6-7:30pm 

 December 14-January 3—

Elementary Read-A-Thon 

It is so important to keep up 

on upcoming dates in our 

schools.  Here are some dates 

of note: 

 December 4, 11, 18—Board 

of Education Mtg—7:30pm 

 December 4-19—

Elementary School Food 

Collections 

 December 6—WHS Parent 

 December 15 Interim Mark-

ing Period Grade Reports 

 December 23-January 2—

Holiday Break (No school) 

 Progress and interim reports 

are available online unless 

paper copies are requested!  

Call your child’s school for 

more information. 

THE BOARD CORNER—DISTRICT SURVEY COMING 

DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PARENTS:  DO YOU KNOW WHAT A S.A.C DOES? 

or professional in that the 

SAC handles assistance for 

families and students with 

alcohol and drug issues, 

providing support for families 

and staff for students who 

are having academic prob-

lems related to social-

emotional and mental health 

issues, and working with sup-

port programs such as I&RS 

and other programs de-

signed to assist our students 

and staff. 

Sometimes parents may feel 

that their child needs some-

one to talk to at school who 

can help them to navigate the 

ins and outs of life and stress-

es that their children face.  

Both Ms. Radan and Ms. Citro 

are in our district specifically 

for that purpose.  Please feel 

free to call upon them.   

S.A.C. stands for Student As-

sistance Counselor, and our 

district is pleased to employ 

two professionals who share 

this role:  Ms. Natalie Radan 

is a guidance counselor/SAC 

at the Elementary Schools 

and Ms. Jessica Citro is a 

Social Worker/SAC at the 

Jr/Sr High School.   

The role of the SAC is differ-

ent than any other counselor 
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“SOMETIMES 

PARENTS MAY 

FEEL THAT THEIR 

CHILD NEEDS 

SOMEONE TO 

TALK TO AT 

SCHOOL...” 



where individual students 

may be strong or weak, and 

our teachers can adjust their 

instruction to account for 

these strengths or weaknesses 

so that we can achieve con-

tinuous improvement for all. 

In addition, our school district 

uses the overall data to in-

form our curriculum writing 

and to guide us in making 

decisions on any revisions 

that need to be made in our 

curriculum or the sequence of 

instruction.  In this way we 

are better able to target 

what we call “gaps” in our 

curriculum where standards 

of instruction need to be rein-

forced or delivered differ-

As has been noted previous-

ly, PARCC (Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Careers) is the  

test that NJ schools utilize to 

gather information and data 

on student performance each 

year.  The assessment is given 

to all students in grades 3-11 

and covers language arts 

and mathematics. 

From time to time parents will 

ask why there is so much im-

portance placed on these 

assessments, and the answer 

is quite simple.  Our district 

receives a great deal of in-

formation about our students 

when we receive the assess-

ment results.  We learn 

ently to students.   

Finally, the information we 

receive helps us to guide our 

professional development for 

our teachers so that we can 

support them as they continue 

to learn how best to instruct 

your children. 

We are very appreciative 

that we have over 95% par-

ticipation rate on these as-

sessments as it tells us that the 

data we receive represents a 

large segment of our popula-

tion and is accurate.   

 

PARCC...WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT? 

32 Pine Street 

Wallington, NJ 07057 

(973)777-4421—Supt. Office 

(973)777-4151—Board of Ed 

RESPONSIBLE SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Like it or not, social media is a big part of our children’s lives.  Many of our students 
use social media  to communicate with their friends, and this can be very positive 
when used correctly.  Unfortunately we are all reading and seeing stories where 
students (and often adults too) are choosing to use social media in irresponsible 
ways.   
 
At our schools, teachers and administrators handle a variety of social-emotional 
issues with students, and many of these issues have some association with inap-
propriate use of social media.  There is much that we can all do to help our children 
make the best  decisions about use of social media and to decrease any issues 
associated with it: 
 
 Model for your child how social media should be used in safe ways. 
 Monitor how your children use social media and address problems you find. 
 Don’t hesitate to take technology away from your child if they act irresponsibly. 
 Encourage your child not to spread rumors not based in fact on social media. 
 
Above all else, communicate with your child so that they understand your expecta-
tions and so that they can meet them.  This communication will help them to make 
their best decisions. 

“There is Power in Pride!” 

 W A L L I N G T O N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

We’re on the 

Web!...www.wboe.org 


